Association of carotido-cavernous fistula and controlateral optic neuropathy secondary to cranial trauma.
to report a case of a woman who had a severe cranial trauma complicated by two ophalmologic potentially cecitating complications: right carotido-cavernous fistula and left traumatic optic neuropathy. A 56 years-old woman, without any medical history, referred, one month after fall from a height of 3 meters, for right exophthalmos. Ophthalmic examination of the right eye completed by retinal angiography suspected carotid-cavernous fistula which was confirmed by angio-MRI. In the left eye, the visual acuity was decreased to no light perception and fundus examination showed optic nerve head palor secondary to traumatic optic neuropathy. Arterial embolization was performed and allowed closing of the fistula. Optic neuropathy and carotido-cavernous fistula are two severe complications that can occur simultaneously in the same patient. The prognosis of the optic neuropathy may be compromised, and the treatment of carotido-cavernous fistula benefited from progress in interventional neuro-radiology.